
”SOMEWHAT MORE THAN NOTHING”

The photo exhibition



Welcome to our world. 

Where the sun always shines behind a huge stain in the sky, and where your loved one has 
no face. Where buses have no destination, and where the beautiful full moon turned out 
to be a street-lamp...”

This is our world. A world full of ”nothing”, and where that “nothing” infuses our view in 
all its forms and colors. But what is “nothing”, and what does “nothing” look like? For even 
nothing has to be something, right?

What do the blind see? And how do they dream? Is it just black? Or just white? Or maybe 
grey? No. “Nothing” isn’t just black, neither is it just white or grey. Nothing is just nothing 
and therefore  the possibility of everything. It is the lack of information, the absence of 
something, but where there is no information, the brain tries to fill in something. It doesn’t 
accept such voids. It will try to analyze, understand,  and portray these voids; just like one 
will ponder upon the unspoken.

And just like letters create words and words have meanings, so does small visual impressions, 
sounds, and emotions creates a larger picture for those who can’t see. Perhaps a mind-trick, 
an illusion, but ’nevertheless an image. A something where there was ”nothing”.



Introduction
In the exhibition “Somewhat more than nothing”, eighteen of Norway’s foremost photo-
graphers have taken pictures “through the eyes” of the visually impaired.

In addition the exhibition shows some exclusive pictures from the Norwegian express-
ionist master, Edvard Munch. In the period 1930-1933 the artist suffered from a loss of 
vision, and was at one period nearly blind. He expressed this experience through a series 
of remarkable drawings and paintings, which has not been presented before a public  
audience until now.

© Edvard Munch 1930. The Munch Museum. The Munch-Ellingsen group / BONO 2009



Background
The exhibition was made by Dhita Siauw under the auspices of  The Norwegian Association 
of the Blind and Partially Sighted and was initially funded as a preventive health project, by 
the Norwegian Foundation for Health and Rehabilitation in 2008. The exhibition was 
opened at the town square in Oslo by the city’s mayor Fabian Stang, and the Minister of 
Children and Equality Anniken Huitfeldt, on the 4th of September 2009. It is estimated 
that over million visitors have seen the exhibition so far.  A nation wide tour sponsored by 
Novartis is scheduled for 2010.

Mayor of Oslo Fabian Stang and Head 
of section NABPS Sverre Fuglerud.

Minister og Children and equality
Anniken Huitfeldt.

Head of section Norwegian foundation 
for Health and Rehabilitation Jan Melby 
and projectmanager Dhita Siauw.



About the process
Each photographer was assigned an eye-disease that they would portray. They were also 
given various glass-filters that would simulate the outcome of different eye diseases. The 
photographers were introduced to a person with the actual eye-disease,.and he or she 
would try to convey their perception to the photographer in the best possible way. These 
dialogues were important  since these were the basis for the photographers understand-
ing and interpretation of the condition. The photographers found themselves having to 
turn upside down on their usual way of photographing. Instead of photographing the 
object, one now must work with the absence of the object. How to present something 
that ”is not there”? What does a notion “look like”? And how can these different views 
be beautiful and expressive? 

Of the visually impaired persons who participated in the project, all of them expressed 
that the results were good interpretations of their perception.

Contributing photgraphers are:

Anton Soggiu, Bård Ek, Christian Houge, 
Damian Heinisch, Erle Kyllingmark, 
Espen Lystad, Guri Dahl, Knut Bry, 
Johan Brun, Johannes Worsøe Berg, 
Johs Bøe, Julie Pike, Lisa Westgaard, 
Marcel Lelienhof, Per Heimly, 
Pia de Mailly, Tom Sandberg, 
Rune Bendiksen and Siren Lauvdal.

From left visually impaired Magnus Kjesrud, and photographer Knut Bry explaining to a
friend about the photo exhibition.



Photo: Anton Soggiu

“It´s like yellow dots in different varieties, on a black 
background, which constantly keeps spinning around. 
Often they spin counter-clockwise”.

Inger Marie Aas (51)

STARGARDTS DISEASE
Hereditary related illness in the macula. Leads to central visual field loss, as in this case gives a yellow/
black stain covering the central vision.



 

”Once, at a very nice dinner party I came to start 
eating on a paper tissue which was put under the 
food”.

Øystein Hanve, psycologist (54)

RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA (RP)
This case of RP is quite unique, and has a central visual loss ratherthan a narrow field of view, which is 
the most common for people with RP.

Photo: Bård Ek



Photo: Espen Lystad

”The other day I spotted a beautiful girl and I looked 
at her, while holding my white cane in hand. People 
laughed and commented: That guy is not Blind!”

Håkon Gisholdt, police officer (44)

RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA (RP)
Gradual narrowment of the visual field, also spoken of as ”tunnel vison” The disease most often leads to 
total blindness. This case has only approx. 3o of central vision field left. Normal vision field is almost 180o.



Photo: Christian Houge “Tokyo”



“If I look at a building it seems like all the windows 
are waving from side to side, and when I look at 
the roof top it can suddenly appear bumpy or even 
bubbling”.

Irene Østvold (58)

MACuLAR DEGENERATION
Wet macular degeneration is a disease of the retina that causes straight lines to curve, and what you 
are trying to focus on can seem waving and in motion.

Photo: Kim Gorostuen



Foto: Per Heimly

“It is like a little shining sun, a bright 
yellow, green and white spot, that 
“hangs” in the air in front of me”.

LEBERS OPTIC ATROPHY
A genetically determined disease. A small error at the cellular level allows 
the optic nerve to die. One gets a central visual field loss, and the loss of 
sharp vision.Photo: Per Heimly



ACROMATOPSI
Total color blindness. A rare condition. People with acromatopsi are very light sensitive. In addition, they 
often have nystagmus, which is rapid, involuntary eye movements.

“To me, dusk is a sparkling time. There are no 
glaring contrasts, my field of vision expands and  
the sharpness is suddenly improved. Many of my  
best moments came from twilight or moonlight”.

From the book “Island of the Colorblind” by Oliver Sacks

Photo: Tom Sandberg



“Mom”  Photo: Johs Bøe

Understanding visual impairment
Losing vision is not only about not seeing. Losing vision is also about losing an important 
tool for communication and socialization. Just imagine how important vision is in a con-
versation. How we look at each other’s faces, expressions and body language, and not to 
mention what assumptions we make based upon what we are seeing. How often does 
one not talk about what we’re seeing, or silently share a common visual impression? How 
important eye-contact is just to maintain a social network.  Even just the subtle nod to 
an acquaintance as one passes each other by. Therefore, the subsequent isolation often 
feels worse than the actual loss of vision.

We believe this exhibition can give greater insight and understanding of what it is like 
to be visually impaired. More understanding will contribute to the improvement and  
integration of visually impaired peoples’ social and professional daily life.



See you..

Project-manager/Curator
Dhita Siauw (34) went from seeing perfectly normal to 
becoming practically blind in less than six months. When 
he was 21 he unexpectedly lost his center vision due to a 
genetic disease called Lebers optic atrophy. He is known 
from Oslo’s underground scene - as a musician, producer 
and founder of many popular cafe´s and bars.

Besides working as a curator and consultant for events and 
musicfestivals, Dhita has recently started a social program 
in his native country, Indonesia. “Baca Indonesia!”, mean-
ing “Read Indonesia!”, is a service helping poor people,  
visually impaired and illitterate people to read, and to  
inspire the indonesian people to read more by using  
audiobooks. His earnings from this exhibition will be 
spent on developing the project. His goal is to establish a  
national audiobook library in Indonesia. Read more about 
the project on www.audiosight.com.
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