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Predatory publishers, 
& their $75m a year scam journals 

and conferences

On twitter, follow: @fake_journals 



You bet your 
reputation and 

career it is!

Is this a problem for  
Critical Care Nurses?



Your  
Credibility

Your 
Finances

Your 
Career
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Why this matters to Critical Care Nurses



Fake 
Journals

Fake 
Conferences

Hijacked 
Journals/ 
Fraud/ 
Cybercrime

Major Predatory Threats

Fake 
Journals

Fake 
Conferences

Hijacked 
Journals/ 
Fraud/ 
Cybercrime
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1Over 9,000 
‘predatory 

journals listed 
on ‘Beall’s List’ 

Dadkhah, M. (2015), New types of fraud in the 
academic world by cyber criminals. Journal of 
Advanced Nursing. doi: 10.1111/jan.12856



Predator

Genuine Journal

Watch for ‘almost 
same’ titles

Fake Journals 



 

1“90 hijacked 
journal 

websites in 
June 2015” 

Dadkhah, M. (2015), New types of fraud in the 
academic world by cyber criminals. Journal of 
Advanced Nursing. doi: 10.1111/jan.12856



 

1“Predatory 
conferences now 

outnumber 
legitimate ones” 

 (Times Higher Education 
Supplement, October 2017)



 But how bad are 
predatory journals 

really?? 

Seriously bad!! 
😱 😱 😱
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http://www.rroij.com/open-access/nursing-a-profession-or-
an-occupation.php?aid=51839

http://www.rroij.com/open-access/nursing-a-profession-or-an-occupation.php?aid=51839
http://www.rroij.com/open-access/nursing-a-profession-or-an-occupation.php?aid=51839


 
Meet Mr Ike Antkare, 

Problem is, he doesn’t exist. 
All his ‘work’ is computer-

generated gibberish. 

See the story at: 
http://

evaluation.hypotheses.org/
files/2010/12/

pdf_IkeAntkareISSI.pdf
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http://evaluation.hypotheses.org/files/2010/12/pdf_IkeAntkareISSI.pdf
http://evaluation.hypotheses.org/files/2010/12/pdf_IkeAntkareISSI.pdf
http://evaluation.hypotheses.org/files/2010/12/pdf_IkeAntkareISSI.pdf
http://evaluation.hypotheses.org/files/2010/12/pdf_IkeAntkareISSI.pdf




You do not want to KNOW the number of ‘big 
name’ academic nurses, researchers and even 
Professors who have published with predators.



Flattery Publication  
Promises

Status 
Promises

1 2 3
How they suck you in



‘Dear most worthy, 
esteemed scientist’, 

 Beware of flattery!!



Dear Dr. Philip  Darbyshire, 
Greetings from the Medical and Clinical Reviews! 

iMedPub successfully publishes quality open 
access journals with the support from scientists 

like you. We are aware of your reputation for 
quality of research and trustworthiness in the field 
of "Medical and Clinical" and that is why you have 
been chosen as an Editorial Board Member of our 

Medical and Clinical Reviews Journal.  
 



Dear Dr. Philip Darbyshire, 

 Greetings from the journal Annals of Clinical and Laboratory Research 

 It is my great honor & privilege to invite you to submit Research, Case Report, image, Review, Short 
commentaries, rapid communications, letter to editor and any other type of article for upcoming issue. 

We also welcome you for the submission of image article related to clinical research which will be 
processed and published within 2 days 

It would be great if you could submit your Manuscript by July 15th 2015, so that we can process it for the 
upcoming Issue. 

Kindly submit us your manuscript at www.editorialmanager.com/imedpub  or mail us your manuscript at 
clinlabresearch@imedpub.org or clinlabresearch@imedpub.com 

We appreciate your time and efforts towards submitting us a world class manuscript. If it is not feasible 
for you, then please let me know your feasible time to contribute. 

With Best Regards, 
Alex John, 
Editorial Assistant 
Annals of Clinical and Laboratory Research 
Imedpub Journals 
One Commerce Center-1201, 
Orange st#600, City Wilmington Zip 19899, 
Delaware, USA 
 



 

Do you want your 
work to be read, 

cited and valued or 
just ‘published’?
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Predatory publishing is 
not just “a nuisance”. 

It is highly organised, 
international, multi-million 

dollar Cybercrime!!



This was the “Conference Organising Team” at ‘Innovinc’  
(Now removed from their website 😊)



Meet “Cathy Heaven”, Program Manager!



Who doesn’t exist.  But blogger, Catherine Sprunt does. So they stole her image. 



This was the “Conference Organising Team” at ‘Innovinc’  
(Now removed from their website 😊)



Here is hunky “Jason Clark”, another Program Organiser. 



Jason doesn’t exist either. But you can buy his picture from Stock Photos. 
Here he is, “Enjoying every moment at work” 😂 



This was the “Conference Organising Team” at ‘Innovinc’  
(Now removed from their website 😊)



What about hip, young ‘Robert Yarchoan’, the 3rd Program Organiser? 



Sorry, he doesn’t exist either. 

                       The real 'Robert Yarchoan’ is a prominent HIV researcher)



But someone called JW Anderson who understands the fashion industry does. 
So they stole his image from the internet too.



Maybe the cool dude at bottom right with no job title is real? 
Not a chance!



He is actually, Joel Beckerman, whose company does something called ‘sonic branding’ 
(Can you hear the sound of predatory publishing bullshit yet?)



This was the “Conference Organising Team” at ‘Innovinc’  
(Now removed from their website 😊)



Surely ‘Elizabeth Ortiz’, in charge of Business Development really exists? 



She exists of course, but she is actually Ayah Bdeir, one of the ‘most creative people’ of 
2013.  The predators simply lifted her image from the internet too.



This was the “Conference Organising Team” at ‘Innovinc’  
(Now removed from their website 😊)



What about the intriguing ‘Vanya Bogoeva’, the Finance Manager,  
playing with that lovely high tech screen? 



No. I’m afraid she is a ‘stock photo’ too. 
The real Vanya Bogoeva is a molecular biologist.    



Maybe the cool dude at bottom right with no job title is real? 
Not a chance!



Last chance!!  What about Mr Marion Mitchell, The program Co-ordinator? 
Clue: Giving him John Wayne’s real name was not a good idea 😂



Another epic fail ☹. This time, ‘Marion Mitchell' is really Jason Wilson, a web designer, 
who agin simply had his image stolen and re-used by the predators.



Remember their address: 
5201 Gt American parkway #320, Santa Clara, California.

Here it is. A rental virtual office desk



There are NO excuses 
any more. 

We KNOW the predatory 
landscape out there. 

We have been warned.



break time!
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An ordinary nurse or 
research student

So what can

Actually DO???



Thank heaven for 
Beall’s List 

of predatory publishers 
and journals

On twitter, follow: @fake_journals

https://predatoryjournals.com/publishers/



Use the: 
“Think, Check, Submit 

website.

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/



The flip side of Beall’s List is the 
‘Nursing Journals Editors Society’ 

List of Legitimate journals: 
http://nursingeditors.com/journals-

directory/ 

AND 
The Directory of Open Access 

Journals: 
https://doaj.org

http://nursingeditors.com/journals-directory/
http://nursingeditors.com/journals-directory/
https://doaj.org


A 10 point 
checklist to 

avoid 
Predatory 
Publishers
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 Always check the latest  
List of Predatory Publishers’ to see 

where NOT to publish:  

 https://predatoryjournals.com/
journals/ 

  The useful flip-side is to check 
INANE’s Directory of reputable 

journals here:  
http://nursingeditors.com/journals-

directory/ 
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https://predatoryjournals.com/journals/
https://predatoryjournals.com/journals/


 If you are being 
flattered, or if 
your paper is 

being “invited”, 
be VERY careful!
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 Dear Author, 

Congratulations, Your recent publication has been 
provisionally selected 
for Research Awards and recommended by our 
scientific committee. So kindly nominate 
with your recent research profile/
resume through an online submission system.  

After a few steps of profile verification and 
registration processes you will get your Research Award 

Selected Award Category: Best Research Award 
Nomination Link: https://x-i.me/gowt 
Note: Submit your updated profile under the selected a
ward category. 

With regards, 
The Award Manager, 
NESIN Research  Awards, 
An International Research Awards, 
ScienceFather. 

2
The “Fake Award” scam

https://x-i.me/gowt


 Don’t ‘submit in secret’. 

  Discuss your preferred 
journal options with 

colleagues, supervisors, 
a librarian or others who 

might help you spot a 
predator.
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If you think so little of 
your work that you’d 

pay a predator to 
publish it, don’t be 

surprised when 
everyone else thinks 

the same.  
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Block all predators’ 
emails. Report them 

as spam/junk mail and 
do not click on any 
‘unsubscribe’ links 
within the email.
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 The best way to decide 
where to publish is to pick 
a known, reputable journal 
from your reference lists 

which is frequently used by 
authors that you reference 

in your work. 
Know the quality literature in 

your area. 
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 When you visit a journal 
website to download the 
author guidelines look for 

clues as to the authenticity 
of the journal. e.g. good 
English, transparent info, 
clear contact details, etc, 
THEN double check with 

Predatory Journals List and 
INANE Directory
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 If in any doubt, always 
seek advice from your 

friendly school 
librarian.  

They can spot 
predators from a mile 

away. 
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 Make every 
publication count. 

Start ‘at the top’ for 
your submission and 
work your way down 
the impact factor and 

quality list.
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 Develop “herd immunity.”  

Talk to staff, fellow students 
and colleagues about how 
to avoid being conned by 

predatory publishers.
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Thanks to Meredith Kahn for the wonderful idea of 
‘herd immunity’: 

http://scitation.aip.org/content/aapm/journal/medphys/41/7/10.1118/1.4883836
http://scitation.aip.org/content/aapm/journal/medphys/41/7/10.1118/1.4883836
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